Nandor Kalicz, Pal Raczky, Alexandra Anders, Katalin Kovacs,
Preserved by Ancestral Fires. Pictures of an excavation. The Neolithic
village at Berettyoujfalu-Herpaly, Budapest, Pytheas Printing House, 2011, 72 p.

In the Southern part of the Hungarian Plain, P i
as well as in the most part of the | mit az &si tliz megbrzéte
Southeastern Furope beginning with the
Middle Neolithic! and developing in the
following period, some settlements were
proved to have been continuously occupied
for several hundreds of years, fact which led
to the formation of an artificial mound. This
type of inhabitation system is known among
the scholars under the terms of ‘tell’ and
‘tell-like’ settlements. Due to intentional
destruction, often induced by fire, followed PR Seoa
by leveling, most of the structures tend to remain more or less on their original
place and, thus, to be discovered by archaeologists in a good state of conservation.
That is one of the main ideas that the four authors of this book, researchers at
ELTE Institute of Archaeological Sciences in Budapest, aimed to put forward by
means of the work’s title.

Although not plainly mentioned it transpires that the purpose of the work is
to make itself accessible not only to those involved with archaeological or related
researches, but also to a larger public. From this point of view, we find the action
salutary, all the more for providing us with an English version of the previously
Hungarian one from 2010, ,,Amit az 6si tliz megbrzott. Képek egy tjkokori falu
feltarasarol Berettyoujfalu-Herpaly” .2

A similar study, in some parts too similar when it comes to content, was
published by N. Kalicz and P. Raczky in 1987 in a collective volume entitled “The
Late Neolithic of the Tisza Region’,> which was intended to be a guide for an
exhibition concerning the above subject, and aimed therefore at a less formal type
of writing. What was succeeded through the work in 2011, which we now have
under discussion, was the production of an uncluttered content, by eliminating the
references and the explanative notes. The book, reduced in dimensions, consists of
an illustrated catalogue of the researches from the mound at Berettyoujfalu-
Herpaly. These images, along with the written information provide its readers with
an insight into the daily life of the people from a Late Neolithic establishment.
One should also note that the subtitle doesn’t refer directly to a tell settlement, but
to a ‘Neolithic village’, a term more close to the common knowledge.

The discourse, although well built and continuous, is fragmented in a series
of small sections that announce the upcoming topic. In reality, when it comes to

1 Gogaltan 2008, p. 81.
2 Kalicz ez alii 2010.
3 Kalicz, Raczky 1987, p. 105-125.

647



Recenzii si note de lecturd

structure, one can actually distinguish between two major parts. The first one deals
with the work during the excavations carried out between 1977 and 1982, including
an overview of the field exploration and a closer look upon the furnishings
‘preserved by ancestral fires’, while the latter is concerned with the unearthed
artifacts and their possible interpretation as objects of day to day life.

Although, catchy phrases such as: “The extraordinary mound preserved its
millennium-long secrets for a long time, and unsuspecting visitors had no inkling
of the treasures hidden in the soil beneath their feet” (p. 9) spring here and there,
taking a closer look to the text and keeping in mind the intent of the book, we find
ourselves still surrounded by loads of technical terms, out of which only a few
were actually clarified. Moreover, the photographies cannot always be of use, for
there are no descriptions to them whatsoever. Alone, a general profile drawing is
accompanied by an explanatory table (p. 14-15), which we consider to be a plus of
the study, by its attempt to acquaint the reader with the levels of inhabitation, the
corresponding cultural phase to each level, and also with the burning degree of the
structures and, therefore, their state of preservation.

Another strong point of the work is a drawing depicting the reconstruction
of an excavated house, with all the artifacts and furnishings placed on the spot of
discovery (p. 40-41). The division of the building in three rooms, the wooden
structure, the upper storey, are all easier to visualize with the help of this
representation.

The topics dealing with every type of artifact discovered have their own ups
and downs, with an emphasis on the ups. The approach is humanized, the objects
being imagined in the daily use and as means of the contacts with the bearers of
other cultures, contacts that might have taken place with different occasions other
than just importing/exporting goods (p. 55).

Correspondences between bone analyses, the environment and plastic
depictions illustrate the authors’ conclusion with respect to the preference of the
Neolithic people for cattle and aurochs, when it came to consumption (p. 60).

On the other hand, some ideas regarding rituals or concerning the possible
status of some of the members of community are not fully sustained. Very few
mentions were made with regards to the Bronze Age levels from 1 to 4, although
we assume that was avoided due to the intention of producing mainly an image of
the Neolithic inhabitation.

The text lacks a conclusion with respect to the site in entirety or to what
may or may not be improved in the research; nevertheless, we must keep in mind
that the work tries to detach itself from the canonic scientific type, and that might
be another way to achieve the aim. We include in the same range of intentions the
lack of any references list, and the practice of adding some useful titles on the same
subject, for those interested (p. 72).

All things considered, this type of writing with a strong emphasis on images
depicting the process of excavation along with their results is a way of
communicating with people, by assuming a structure consisting of just enough
information to capture the attention and explain the major topics. The discourse is,
by all means, a flowing sustained one, backed by the years of work the authors
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invested in the archaeological research at the tell settlement from Beretty6ujfalu-
Herpaly and on the topic of Neolithic.

Mihaela SAVU"
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Volumul care a vizut de curind lumina
tiparului a fost de mult agteptat de cétre specialisti
si poate cd si de un public mai larg, interesat de
civilizatia dacicd. Aparut intr-o prezentare grafica
de calitate, se constituie ca un instrument util
pentru cercetdtori, $i nu numai.

Dupid un scurt Cuvant inainte (p. 13),
autorul ne prezintd subiectul (Introducere: p. 15-
19), descriind limitele spatiale, cronologice,
culturale si istorice ale demersului siu. In ceea ce
priveste teritoriul asupra cdruia I§i concentreaza
atentia, este vorba de Dacia in acceptiunea lui
Ptolemeu (p. 16), iar intervalul cronologic studiat
are ca limite anii 74 a. Chr si 106 p. Chr. Cele
doud momente semnifici in opinia autorului evenimente importante din istoria
Daciei: campania lui Caius Scribonius Curtio, pe de o patte, si finalul celui de-al
doilea rizboi dacic al lui Traian (p. 18).

In ceea ce priveste contextul cultural si istoric, autorul surprinde
transformadrile fard precedent in acest spatiu, care In mare sunt contemporane cu
afirmarea regatului lui Burebista (p. 18-19). Tot In acest cadru este prezentat
succint contextul politic in care evolueazd sud-estul Buropei. Dupid pirerea lui
Daniel Spanu, una dintre caracteristicile Daciei In epoca studiatd o reprezinti ,,[...]
renuntarea la exprimarea identitatii individuale [...]” (p. 19). In ceea ce ne priveste,
credem ci identitatea individuald continud si se manifeste, insd sub alte forme.

Daniel Spinu

SIMETRIA
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The Swedish School of Textiles.

- Oxford Journal of Archaeology, Blackwell Publishing Inc.
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OL
Oltenia
OpuscArchaeol

Oryctos
PA
PalaeoAfricana

Paleobiology
Palevol

Pallas

PamArch
PAS

PBF
Peuce

PLoS ONE
PNAS
Pontica
PPP

PPS
Programm Miihlbach

PZ

RA

Renagterea
REV
RevAquitania

RHSEE/RESEE

RI
RJTRG

RM
RMGM
RMM
RMM-MIA

Lista abrevierilor

- Osrégészeti Levelek. Prehistoric newsletter. Budapest.

- Oltenia. Studii si comuniciri. Arheologie — Istorie. Craiova.

- Opuscula Archaeologica Radovi Arheoloskog zavoda.
Zagreb.

- Oryctos. Musée des Dinosaures d’Espéraza.

- Patrimonium Apulense. Alba Iulia.

- Palacontologia Africana. Annals of the Bernard Price
Institute for Palacontological Research, University of the
Witwatersrand. Witwatersrand. Johannesburg.

- Paleobiology. The Paleontological Society. Gainsville.

- Palevol. Comptes Rendus de ’Académie des sciences. Issy-
les-Moulineaux.

- Pallas. Revue d’études antiques. Université du Mirail.
Toulouse.

- Pamatky archeologické. Praha.

- Prihistorische Archiologie in Stidosteuropa. Berlin.

- Prichistorische Bronzefunde. Minchen.

- Peuce. Studii si comuniciri de istorie veche, arheologie si
numismaticd. Tulcea.

- PLoS ONE. International, peer-reviewed, open-access,
online publication.

- Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the
United States of America. Washington.

- Pontica. Muzeul de Istorie Nationald si Arheologie
Constanta. Constanta.

- Palacogeography,  Palacoclimatology,  Palacoecology
(“Palaco3”). An International Journal for the Geo-Sciences.

- Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society. Cambridge-Londra.

- Programm des evaghelischen Untergymnasium in Mithlbach
und der damit verbundenen Lehranstalten. Mithlbach (Sebes).
- Prihistorische Zeitschrift. Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer
Anthropologie, Ethnologie und Utrgeschichte, Institut fiir
Prihistorische Archiologie. Berlin.

- Revista Arheologicd. Institutul de Arheologie si Istorie
Veche. Chisindu.

- Renasterea. Cluj-Napoca.

- Revue des études latines. Paris.

- Revue Aquitania. Revue interrégionale d’archéologie.
Aquitaine.

- Revue Historique du Sud-Est Européen. Academia Romani.
Bucuresti si Paris (din 1963 Revue des FEtudes Sud-Est
Européennes).

- Revista de Istorie (din 1990 Revista istoricd). Bucuresti.

- Romanian Journal of Tectonics and Regional Geology.
Bucuresti.

- Revista Muzeelor. Bucuresti.

- Revista Muzeului de Gelogie si Mineralogie. Cluj-Napoca.

- Revista Muzeelor si Monumentelor. Bucuresti.

- Revista Muzeelor si Monumentelor. Monumente Istorice si
de Artd. Bucuresti.
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RRH
RRL

RT
RVM
SAA
SAHIR

SAI
Sargetia Naturae

Sargetia

SASTUMA

SB

SBV

SC (Stiintele Naturii)
SCB

SCIM

SCIV(A)

SCN
SEER

SlovArch
SMICont

SMIMod
SMK
Starinar

StComSM
StudArch

StudGeolSalmanticensia

StudiaTGCV
StudiaUBBG

StudiaUBBH

Studijné Zvesti AUSAV

Suceava
SympThrac
Terra Sebus
Thraco-Dacica

Lista abrevierilor

- Revue Roumaine d’Histoire. Academia Romana. Bucuresti.

- Revue Roumaine de Linguistique. Academia Romani -
Institutul de Lingvistici ,,Jorgu Iordan - Al Rosetti”.
Bucuresti

- Revista Teologica. Sibiu.

- Rad Vojvodanskih muzeja. Novi Sad.

- Studia Antiqua et Archaeologica. Iasi.

- Studia et Acta Historiae Tudacorum Romaniae. Institutul de
Istorie ,,A. D. Xenopol” Iasi. Iasi.

- Studii si articole de istorie. Bucuresti.

- Sargetia. Acta Musei Devensis. Series Scientia Naturae.
Deva.

- Sargetia. Buletinul Muzeului judetului Hunedoara (Acta
Musei Devensis). Deva.

- Saarbriicker Studien und Materialien zur Altertumskunde.
Bonn.

- Studia Bibliologica. Bucuresti.

- Studia bibliologica Valachica. Targoviste.

- Studii §i Cercetari (Stiintele Naturii). Complexul Muzeal
Bistrita-Nasiud. Bistrita.

- Studii si cercetari de bibliologie. Bucuresti (1955-1963).

- Studii si cercetiri de istorie medie. Bucutesti.

- Studii si cercetdri de istoria veche. Bucuresti (din 1974,
Studii si cercetdri de istorie veche si arheologie).

- Studii §i cercetdri numismatice. Bucuresti.

- The Slavonic and East European Review. University College
London.

- Slovenska Archeolégia. Nitra.

- Studii si materiale de istorie contemporand. Institutul de
Istorie ,,Nicolae Iorga” Bucuresti. Bucuresti.

- Studii si materiale de istorie moderna. Institutul de Istorie
,,Nicolae Iorga” Bucuresti. Bucuresti.

- Somogyi Muzeumok Kozlemenyei. Somogyi Megyei
Muzeumok. Kaposwar.

- Starinar, Treda Serija. Arheoloski Institut. Beograd.

- Studii s1 comunicari. Muzeul judetean Satu Mare. Satu Mare.
- Studia Archaeologica. Budapest.

- Studia Geologica. Salmanticensia. Universidad de Salamanca.
Departamento de Geologia. Salamanca.

- Studia. Theologia Graeco-Catholica Varadiensis. Oradea.

- Studia Universitatis ,,Babes-Bolyai”. Series Geologia. Cluj-
Napoca.

- Studia Universitatis ,,Babes-Bolyai”. Series Historia. Cluj-
Napoca.

- Studijne Zvesti. Archeologickeho Ustavu  Slovenskei
Akademie Vied. Nitra.

- Anuarul Muzeului Judetean. Suceava.

- Symposia Thracologica. Institutul Roman de Tracologie.

- Terra Sebus. Acta Musei Sabesiensis. Sebes.

- Thraco-Dacica. Institutul Roman de Tracologie. Bucuresti.
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Tibiscum
Tibiscus
Tisicum
Transilvania
Tyragetia
UPA

Vjesnik
VZBGW

WPZ

Zalai Mtzeum

ZfA
Ziridava

Lista abrevierilor

- Tibiscum. Studii si Comuniciri de Istorie si Etnografie.
Caransebes.

- Tibiscus. Muzeul Banatului Timisoara. Timisoara (1971-
1979).

- Tisicum. A ]ész—Nagykun—Szolnok megyei muzeumok
evkonye. Szolnok.

- Transilvania. Foaia Asociatiunii Transilvane pentru
Literatura Romana si Cultura Poporului Roman. Brasov.

- Tyragetia. Muzeul National de Arheologie si Istorie a
Moldovei. Chisindu.

- Universititsforschungen zur Prihistorischen Archiologie.
Berlin.

- Arheoloskog muzeja u Zagrebu. Vjesnik Arheoloskog
muzeja u Zagrebu. Zagreb.

- Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in
Wien. Wien.

- Wiener Prahistorische Zeitschrift. Selbstverlag der Wiener
Prahistorischen Gesellschaft. Wien.

- Zalai Mizeum. Zalaegerszeg.

- Zeitschrift fir Archidologie. Berlin.

- Ziridava. Muzeul Judetean Arad. Arad.
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