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In the villages of the Sebeş Valley, people who are still grazing livestock follow 
strict rules when it comes to the pastoral cycle over a calendar year, with precise 
dates for getting up to the alpine meadows and for descending from the mountain 
at the end of the season. Nowadays, the practice across all villages of the Sebeş 
Valley involves a periodical oscillatory grazing practice. In spring, up until Old 
Saint George’s day around 1 May, sheep are grazed on private properties near the 
villages. Then they are moved up to the “hay sheds” area, to sheepfolds in the 
hayfields, where they stay until Saint John’s day (24 June) when they are led over to 
the alpine areas, returning usually after Small Saint Mary’s day (8 September) and 
no later than the Exultation of the Holy Cross (14 September). They descend 
further, stopping once again in the hayfields, up until Saint Dimitry’s day (26 
October). Only after that do they return to the villages. From Saint Nicholas’ day 
(6 December) the sheep are moved towards the lowland pastures, for winter 
grazing.1 

In this hayfields area, next the so called “hay sheds,” there are a multitude of 
pastoral constructions, of which we investigated the sheep stalls (stables). The term 
used for sheep stalls/stables/fold (staul or staur) is derived from the Latin stabulum, 
and these constructions are considered by some researchers to be based on the 
plan of ancient Dacian houses once found throughout the Luncani Plateau and all 
the way to the Sebeş Valley. They provide technical solutions for great architectural 
efficiency, offering maximum space with minimum construction materials.2 On the 
Luncani Plateau, sheep stalls (staul) take the form of an uncovered shelter made of 
planks, with a polygonal floorplan to ensure increased strength during stormy 
nights, when scared sheep might break free of the enclosure. Another variation is 
the round stall, with a cone-shaped roof, used mainly for sheltering sheep over the 
winter; these are built of beams in an almost circular floorplan, with nine 
symmetrical walls and a cone-shaped roof supported by 18 rafters and covered 
with shingles.3 
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3 Apolzan 1987, p. 102-103. 
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There are suggestions that this type of construction evolved from the 
polygonal sheep pen common to the areas of Mărginimea Sibiului (Sibiu’s 
Neighbourhood) in Răşinari, Râul Sadului and Tilişca, locally known as a sălaş 
(shelter). On the Luncani Plateau and in the Sebeş Valley, the increase in the 
number of sides gave these constructions an almost circular appearance, with a 
conical roof, called a staur rotund (round stable) in the Luncani Plateau, or a curte de 
oi rotundă (round sheep yard) in the Sebeş Valley.4 

The authors investigated such a construction (pl. I/1-3; fig. 1), which 
unfortunately was later demolished in autumn 2005. The location, known as 
Hurdubeu, was the property of a family from Tonea village who are currently, like 
most people in this area, no longer grazing sheep, having turned instead to cattle. 
They do still keep sheep close to the house, to provide for the household’s need 
for wool and lamb - “just to have them around the house” (doar aşa ca să fie pe lângă 
casa omului).5 

The construction was made of horizontal square-cut fir rafter crowns, 
ending in dovetailed joints (coadă de rândunică) and set on a stone base. The walls 
were 1.50 m high and covered with shingles, in a similar manner to the conical 
roof. Seen from above (pl. I/A’-B’), the stall was heptagonal, with even sides 4 
meters in length and an entry to the north-east, closed by a 1.5 m tall door. Four 
pillars supported two girders, placed longitudinally from one wall to the other. 
Two more girders joined the others above the support pillars, forming the base of 
another structure composed of 12 smaller poles of variable length (pl. I/A’), 
which in turn supported the twelve rafters that form the roof, all meeting exactly in 
the centre of the entire construction. 

Questioned about the shape of the construction, the owner explained that it 
is the most effective solution for withstanding the winter winds. Such sheepfolds 
were once a lot more common in this area, this one being, to his knowledge, the 
last one remaining. 

On the subject of the planimetry of sheepfolds, other variations are found in 
the area. In Tău, Alexandru Gheorghe’s sheepfold, built in the early 20th century, 
was a pentagon with unequal sides. Built of round fir (or birch) crowns on a stone 
foundation and inter-joined using straight ends (cheotori româneşti), it had shingles to 
cover the roof and walls. Access was through a 1.5 m tall door with propped 
doorposts. Another sheepfold, belonging to Cernat Ioan (Dascălu) in a place 
known as Curăta, was square in shape with square-carved girders joined with dove 
tails and a roof made of rods and rye straw bundles. 

There are cases where stone is used in the construction of the walls, such as 
Sufană Ioan’s sheepfold, built in 1925 at Şugag on the right bank of the Sebeş 
River. This was also rectangular in shape, with three walls made of oak beams and 
the fourth of stone, all covered by a roof of fir wands, taller on the eastern side.6 

Another type of sheepfold was constructed in between wars by Ioan Moga 
among the huts of the Căpâlna village, at Cornet hill. Those that raised it used local 

                                                 
4 Popa 2002, p. 206. 
5 Pătru Stănilă, b. 1941, Tonea hamlet, Loman village, Săsciori commune. 
6 Research report 1978, p. 4-5. 
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materials, the sheep fold having being built of partially shaped limestone slabs. The 
corners correspond approximately to the four cardinal directions. The wall is about 
1.80 m high (pl. II/1, 3). The floor is square, with an area of 15 x 15 m, and the 
walls are 0.5 m thick. On the northwest side is the entrance for the sheep, in the 
middle of the wall (6.65 m from each corner), with a width of 1.75 m and a height 
of 1.08 m. The door is made of fir planks held by two hinges. On the inside, at 
2.10 m on the northeast and southwest sides and 2.30 m on the others, there are 9 
square stone slab pillars, 50 x 50 cm, reaching the same height as the wall, 1.80 m, 
all supporting a gabled roof and creating an uncovered inner courtyard (pl. II/4). 
The support pillar in the eastern corner had already collapsed at the time the 
authors investigated the building. At the entrance, the distance between the pillars 
is 3.30 m, subsequent pillars being set 1.70 m apart. The distance between pillars 
on the northwest and southeast sides is 3.30 m and was 4.50 m on the other two 
sides. 

The roof is made of fir beams, 2.15 m in length, spaced a meter apart and 
linked by small rods placed 20 cm apart which support the shingles and a 35 cm 
eave. In the past the entire space had a ceiling, nowadays this can be found only on 
the northwest side, to the right of the entrance. The ceiling was constructed out of 
hazel rod wickerwork, and was used to store hay (fig. 4). 

In the eastern corner the authors observed the remains of an open hearth 
with blackened walls around it; we believe that this occurred later, after the 
construction was no longer used as a sheepfold, as it would have been impossible 
to have a fire going when the attic was used to store dry food for the animals.  

On the southeast side, traces are still visible of three pits with a diameter of 
1 to 1.5 m, used for storing potatoes. Storing potatoes in this type of pit was, and 
still is, very common in the Sebeş Valley, especially around these pasture areas. 
Their size varied according to the quantity of potatoes kept; usually the diameter of 
the pit is between 1 to 1.5 m and the depth around 1 m. On the bottom and walls 
straw or hay was placed, followed by the potatoes, then another layer of hay and 
soil to cover them completely. On a limestone block the authors identified several 
inscriptions made by shepherds, including drawings of people and sheep. By the 
time of investigation, the sheepfold was no longer in use. To this day, it is the only 
sheepfold of its type that we have encountered in our field research, in terms of 
the shape and materials used. 
 

 
Sheepfolds in the Hayfields of the Sebeş Valley 

 
(Abstract) 

 
Currently, in all villages of the Sebeş Valley a seasonal type of shepherding is practiced. In the spring, 
around 1 May, sheep are grazed on private properties close to the village. The flocks are then driven 
up to the so-called colibi (shacks), the pasture and sheep pens where they remain until the St. John’s 
day (24 June). Then they are taken up to the alpine areas, from where they come down between 8 
September (Small St. Mary’s day) and 14 September (the Exaltation of the Holy Cross) and remain in 
the pastureland until the day of St. Dimitry (28 October) when they return to the village. The flocks 
winter in the lowland (la câmp) for which they set off starting on St. Nicholas day (6 December).  
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This article focuses on the sheep pen, or curtea de oi, as it is called in the Sebeş Valley, one of 
many types of livestock enclosures that can be encountered in this pastureland. Two such 
constructions have particularly drawn our attention and represent the focus of this article: one is 
constructed of wooden beams, with a heptagonal floor plan and cone-shaped roof, while the other 
one is quadrilateral and made of limestone. 
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Pl. I. Heptagonal sheepfold (curte de oi) in the Sebeş Valley 
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Pl. II. Quadrilateral sheepfold (staul) 
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Fig. 1. Sheepfold in the Sebeş Valley 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 2. Ioan Moga’s sheepfold (staul) at Dealul Cornetului, Căpâlna 
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Fig. 3. Inside Ioan Moga’s sheepfold 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 4. Remnants of the ceiling made of hazel wickerwork 
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