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In the villages of the Sebes Valley, people who are still grazing livestock follow
strict rules when it comes to the pastoral cycle over a calendar year, with precise
dates for getting up to the alpine meadows and for descending from the mountain
at the end of the season. Nowadays, the practice across all villages of the Sebes
Valley involves a periodical oscillatory grazing practice. In spring, up until Old
Saint George’s day around 1 May, sheep are grazed on private properties near the
villages. Then they are moved up to the “hay sheds” atrea, to sheepfolds in the
haytields, where they stay until Saint John’s day (24 June) when they are led over to
the alpine areas, returning usually after Small Saint Mary’s day (8 September) and
no later than the Exultation of the Holy Cross (14 September). They descend
further, stopping once again in the hayfields, up until Saint Dimitry’s day (26
October). Only after that do they return to the villages. From Saint Nicholas’ day
(6 December) the sheep are moved towards the lowland pastures, for winter
grazing.!

In this hayfields area, next the so called “hay sheds,” there are a multitude of
pastoral constructions, of which we investigated the sheep stalls (stables). The term
used for sheep stalls/stables/fold (staul ot stanr) is detived from the Latin stabulum,
and these constructions are considered by some researchers to be based on the
plan of ancient Dacian houses once found throughout the Luncani Plateau and all
the way to the Sebes Valley. They provide technical solutions for great architectural
efficiency, offering maximum space with minimum construction materials.2 On the
Luncani Plateau, sheep stalls (sza#)) take the form of an uncovered shelter made of
planks, with a polygonal floorplan to ensure increased strength during stormy
nights, when scared sheep might break free of the enclosure. Another variation is
the round stall, with a cone-shaped roof, used mainly for sheltering sheep over the
winter; these are built of beams in an almost circular floorplan, with nine
symmetrical walls and a cone-shaped roof supported by 18 rafters and covered
with shingles.?

* This paper has been prepared with the financial support of the project “Quality Furopean
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European Social Fund through the Sectoral Operational Programme “Human Resources
Development” 2007-2013.
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There ate suggestions that this type of construction evolved from the
polygonal sheep pen common to the areas of Marginimea Sibiului (Sibiu’s
Neighbourhood) in Risinari, Raul Sadului and Tilisca, locally known as a sdlas
(shelter). On the Luncani Plateau and in the Sebes Valley, the increase in the
number of sides gave these constructions an almost circular appearance, with a
conical roof, called a staur rotund (round stable) in the Luncani Plateau, or a curte de
oi rotundd (round sheep yard) in the Sebes Valley.*

The authors investigated such a construction (pl. I1/1-3; fig. 1), which
unfortunately was later demolished in autumn 2005. The location, known as
Hurdubeu, was the property of a family from Tonea village who are currently, like
most people in this area, no longer grazing sheep, having turned instead to cattle.
They do still keep sheep close to the house, to provide for the household’s need
for wool and lamb - “just to have them around the house” (doar asa ca s fie pe lingd
casa omunlng).>

The construction was made of horizontal square-cut fir rafter crowns,
ending in dovetailed joints (wadd de rindunicd) and set on a stone base. The walls
were 1.50 m high and covered with shingles, in a similar manner to the conical
roof. Seen from above (pl. I/A’-B’), the stall was heptagonal, with even sides 4
meters in length and an entry to the north-east, closed by a 1.5 m tall door. Four
pillars supported two girders, placed longitudinally from one wall to the other.
Two more girders joined the others above the support pillars, forming the base of
another structure composed of 12 smaller poles of vatiable length (pl. I/A’),
which in turn supported the twelve rafters that form the roof, all meeting exactly in
the centre of the entire construction.

Questioned about the shape of the construction, the owner explained that it
is the most effective solution for withstanding the winter winds. Such sheepfolds
were once a lot more common in this area, this one being, to his knowledge, the
last one remaining.

On the subject of the planimetry of sheepfolds, other variations are found in
the area. In Tdu, Alexandru Gheorghe’s sheepfold, built in the early 20 century,
was a pentagon with unequal sides. Built of round fir (or birch) crowns on a stone
foundation and inter-joined using straight ends (cheotori romanesti), it had shingles to
cover the roof and walls. Access was through a 1.5 m tall door with propped
doorposts. Another sheepfold, belonging to Cernat loan (Dascilu) in a place
known as Curita, was square in shape with square-carved girders joined with dove
tails and a roof made of rods and rye straw bundles.

There are cases where stone is used in the construction of the walls, such as
Sufani loan’s sheepfold, built in 1925 at Sugag on the right bank of the Sebes
River. This was also rectangular in shape, with three walls made of oak beams and
the fourth of stone, all covered by a roof of fir wands, taller on the eastern side.6

Another type of sheepfold was constructed in between wars by loan Moga
among the huts of the Cipalna village, at Cornes hill. Those that raised it used local

4 Popa 2002, p. 206.
5 Patru Stanild, b. 1941, Tonea hamlet, Loman village, Sisciori commune.
6 Research report 1978, p. 4-5.
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materials, the sheep fold having being built of partially shaped limestone slabs. The
corners correspond approximately to the four cardinal directions. The wall is about
1.80 m high (pl. I1/1, 3). The floot is squate, with an area of 15 x 15 m, and the
walls are 0.5 m thick. On the northwest side is the entrance for the sheep, in the
middle of the wall (6.65 m from each corner), with a width of 1.75 m and a height
of 1.08 m. The door is made of fir planks held by two hinges. On the inside, at
2.10 m on the northeast and southwest sides and 2.30 m on the others, there are 9
squate stone slab pillars, 50 x 50 cm, reaching the same height as the wall, 1.80 m,
all supporting a gabled roof and creating an uncovered inner courtyard (pl. 11/4).
The support pillar in the eastern corner had already collapsed at the time the
authors investigated the building. At the entrance, the distance between the pillars
is 3.30 m, subsequent pillars being set 1.70 m apart. The distance between pillars
on the northwest and southeast sides is 3.30 m and was 4.50 m on the other two
sides.

The roof is made of fir beams, 2.15 m in length, spaced a meter apart and
linked by small rods placed 20 cm apart which support the shingles and a 35 cm
eave. In the past the entire space had a ceiling, nowadays this can be found only on
the northwest side, to the right of the entrance. The ceiling was constructed out of
hazel rod wickerwork, and was used to store hay (fig. 4).

In the eastern corner the authors observed the remains of an open hearth
with blackened walls around it; we believe that this occurred later, after the
construction was no longer used as a sheepfold, as it would have been impossible
to have a fire going when the attic was used to store dry food for the animals.

On the southeast side, traces are still visible of three pits with a diameter of
1 to 1.5 m, used for storing potatoes. Storing potatoes in this type of pit was, and
still is, very common in the Sebes Valley, especially around these pasture atreas.
Their size varied according to the quantity of potatoes kept; usually the diameter of
the pit is between 1 to 1.5 m and the depth around 1 m. On the bottom and walls
straw or hay was placed, followed by the potatoes, then another layer of hay and
soil to cover them completely. On a limestone block the authors identified several
inscriptions made by shepherds, including drawings of people and sheep. By the
time of investigation, the sheepfold was no longer in use. To this day, it is the only
sheepfold of its type that we have encountered in our field research, in terms of
the shape and materials used.

Sheepfolds in the Hayfields of the Sebes Valley
(Abstract)

Currently, in all villages of the Sebes Valley a seasonal type of shepherding is practiced. In the spring,
around 1 May, sheep are grazed on private properties close to the village. The flocks are then driven
up to the so-called co/ibi (shacks), the pasture and sheep pens where they remain until the St. John’s
day (24 June). Then they are taken up to the alpine areas, from where they come down between 8
September (Small St. Mary’s day) and 14 September (the Exaltation of the Holy Cross) and remain in
the pastureland until the day of St. Dimitry (28 October) when they return to the village. The flocks
winter in the lowland (/z cimp) for which they set off starting on St. Nicholas day (6 December).
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This article focuses on the sheep pen, or curtea de 0i, as it is called in the Sebes Valley, one of
many types of livestock enclosures that can be encountered in this pastureland. Two such
constructions have particularly drawn our attention and represent the focus of this article: one is
constructed of wooden beams, with a heptagonal floor plan and cone-shaped roof, while the other
one is quadrilateral and made of limestone.
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sectiune A - A’

B' N

sectiune B - B’

Pl I. Heptagonal sheepfold (curte de 0i) in the Sebes Valley
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PL. II. Quadrilateral sheepfold (staul)
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Fig. 1. Sheepfold in the Sebes Valley

Fig. 2. Ioan Moga’s sheepfold (staul) at Dealul Cornetulni, Cipalna
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Fig. 3. Inside Ioan Moga’s sheepfold

Fig. 4. Remnants of the ceiling made of hazel wickerwork
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Muzeelor, Monumentelor Istorice si Artistice. Bucuresti.

- Marine and Petroleum Geology. Elsevier.

- Memoriile Sectiunii Istorice a Academiei Romane, seria a
IT-a. Academia Romana. Bucuresti.

- Magyar To6rténelmi Eletrajzok. Budapest.

- Naturwissenschaften. Springer-Verlag. Berlin, Heidelberg.

- Oltenia. Studii i Comuniciri. Stiintele Naturii. Muzeul
Olteniei. Craiova.

- Osrégészeti Levelek. Prehistoric newsletter. Budapest.

- Patrimonium Apulense. Directia Judeteand pentru Culturd
Alba. Alba lulia.

- Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society.
American Philosophical Society. Philadelphia.

- Prihistorische Archiologie in Stidosteuropa. Berlin.

- Patrimonium Archaeologicum Transylvanicum. Cluj-
Napoca.

- Prichistorische Bronzefunde. Miinchen.

- PLOS ONE. International, peer-reviewed, open-access,
online publication.

- Publics et musées. Association Publics et Musées - PUL
(Presses universitaires de Lyon). Lyon.

- Proceedings of the National Academy of the United States
of America. National Academy of the United States of
America.

- Pogrebal’'nyj obtjad rannih kochevnikov Evrazii. Juzhnyj
nauchnyj centr Rossijskoj Akademii nauk. Rostov-na-Donu.
- Pontica. Muzeul de Istorie Nationald §i Arheologie
Constanta.

- Palacogeography, Palacoclimatology, Palacoecology
(“Palaeco3”). An International Journal for the Geo-Sciences.
Elsevier.

- Problemy atheologii, jetnografii, antropologii Sibiri i
sopredel'nyh territorij. Institut arheologii i jetnografii
Rossijskoj Akademii nauk. Novosibirsk.
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Lista abrevierilor

Programm Miihlbach

Pz

QG

QSA
Quartir

RA

RArhiv
Radiocarbon
RB

REF
RESEE
RHMC

RHSEE/RESEE

RI
RIR
RJP
RJS

RM
RMMG

RMM-M
RP

RRH
RT
SA
SAI

- Programm des evaghelischen Untergymnasium in
Miihlbach und der damit verbundenen Lehranstalten.
Miihlbach (Sebes).

- Prihistorische Zeitschrift. Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer
Anthropologie, Ethnologie und Urgeschichte, Institut fiir
Prihistorische Archiologie. Berlin.

- Quaternary Geochronology. The International Research
and Review Journal on Advances in Quaternary Dating
Techniques.

- Quaderni di Studi Arabi. Istituto per I'Oriente C. A.
Nallino. Roma.

- Quartir. International Yearbook for Ice Age and Stone
Age Research.

- Revista Arheologicd. Institutul de Arheologie si Istorie
Veche. Chisiniu.

- Revista Arhivelor. Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei.
Bucuresti.

- Radiocarbon. University of Arizona. Department of
Geosciences.

- Revista Bistritei. Complexul Muzeal Bistrita-Nasaud.
Bistrita.

- Revista de etnografie si folclor. Institutul de Etnografie si
Folclor ,,Constantin Briiloiu”. Bucuresti.

- Revue des études sud-est européennes. Academia Romani.
Bucuresti.

- Revue d’histoire moderne et contemporaine. Société
d’histoire moderne et contemporaine. Paris.

- Revue historique du sud-est européen. Academia Romana.
Bucuresti, Paris (din 1963 Revue des études sud-est
européennes.

- Revista de Istorie (din 1990 Revista istoricd). Academia
Romanai. Bucuresti.

- Revista istoricd romand. Institutul de Istorie Nationald din
Bucuresti.

- Romanian Journal of Paleontology. Geological Institute of
Romania. Bucharest.

- Romanian Journal of Stratigraphy. Geological Institute of
Romania. Bucharest.

- Revista Muzeelor. Bucuresti.

- Revista Muzeul Mineralogic-Geologic, al Universititii din
Cluj la Timigoara. Sibiu.

- Revista Muzeelor si Monumentelor. Muzee. Bucuresti.

- Revista de Pedagogie. Institutul de Stiinte ale Educatiei.
Bucuresti.

- Revue Roumaine d’Histoire. Academia Romani. Bucuresti.
- Revista Teologica. Sibiu.

- Sovetskaya arkheologiya. Akademiya Nauk SSSR. Moskva.
- Studii si articole de istorie. Societatea de Stiinte Istorice si
Filologice a RPR. Bucuresti.
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SAO

Sargetia
Sargetia Naturae
SCE

SCCI
SCIA

SciAm
SCGG

SCIV(A)
SGJ
SMIM

SP
SPACA

SPPF
SSK

Starinar
Stina

StComSibiu

StComSM
StRI

StudiaUBBG
StudiaUBBGG
StudiaUBBGM
StudiaUBBH

Suceava

SUCH

SUPMPh
sv

Lista abrevierilor

- Studia et Acta Orientalia. Société des Sciences Historiques
et Philologiques de la RPR., Section d’Etudes Orientales.
Bucarest.

- Sargetia. Acta Musei Devensis. Muzeul Civilizatiei Dacice
si Romane Deva.

- Sargetia. Acta Musei Devensis. Series Scientia Naturae.
Muzeul Civilizatiei Dacice si Romane Deva.

- Studii si comuniciri de etnologie. Institutul de Cercetiri
Socio-Umane Sibiu.

- Studii, conferinte si comuniciri istorice. Sibiu.

- Studii si cercetiri de istoria artei. Academia Romani.
Bucuresti.

- Scientific American. New York.

- Studii si Cercetiri. Geologie-Geografie. Complexul Muzeal
Judetean Bistrita-Nasaud. Bistrita.

- Studii si cercetdri de istoria veche. Bucuresti (din 1974,
Studii si cercetdri de istorie veche si arheologie).

- Soobshhenija Gosudarstvennogo Jermitazha.
Gosudarstvennyj Jermitazh. Leningrad.

- Studii $i materiale de istorie modernd. Institutul de Istorie
,»Nicolae Torga” Bucuresti.

- Studii de Preistorie. Bucuresti.

- Stratum Plus: Archaeology and Cultural Anthropology.
Superior Council on Science and Technical Development of
Moldavian Academy of Sciences. Saint Petersburg, Kishinev,
Odessa, Bucharest.

- Societa Preistoria Protostoria Friuli-V.G. Trieste.

- Studien zur Siebenbirgischen Kunstgeschichte, Koéln.
Wien.

- Starinar, Treda Serija. Arheoloski Institut. Beograd.

- Stana. Sibiu.

- Studii §i comuniciri. Arheologie-istorie.  Muzeul
Brukenthal. Sibiu.

- Studii si comunicari. Muzeul Judetean Satu Mare.

- Studii. Revistad de istorie (din 1974 Revista de istotie si din
1990 Revista istoricd). Academia Romana. Bucuresti.

- Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai. Geologia. Universitatea
»Babes-Bolyai” Cluj-Napoca.

- Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai. Geologia-Geographia.
Universitatea ,,Babes-Bolyai” Cluj-Napoca.

- Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai. Geologia-Mineralogia.
Universitatea ,,Babes-Bolyai” Cluj-Napoca.

- Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai. Series Historia.
Universitatea ,,Babes-Bolyai” Cluj-Napoca.

- Anuarul Muzeului Judetean Suceava.

- Studia Universitatis  Cibiniensis, Serie = Historica.
Universitatea ,,Lucian Blaga” Sibiu.

- Studia Universitatis Petru Maior. Philologia. Targu-Mutes.
- Siebenbiirgische Vierteljahrschrift. Hermannstadt (Sibiu).
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Lista abrevierilor
SympThrac

TEA
Terra Sebus

TESG

Thraco-Dacica
Transilvania

Transsylvania Nostra
Trudy nauchnogo
TT

Tyragetia

Tara Barsei
Ungarische Revue

UPA

Vestnik arkheologii

Vestnik Novosibirskogo

VLC

VPUI

VR

WAS]J
WorldArch
Xenopoliana

Yearb. Phys. Anthropol.

Yezhegodnik gubernskogo

ZfSL

Ziridava
ZooKeys

- Symposia Thracologica. Institutul Roman de Tracologie.
Bucuresti.

- TEA. The European Archaeologist.

- Terra Sebus. Acta Musei Sabesiensis. Muzeul Municipal
,,Joan Raica” Sebes.

- Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie. Royal
Dutch Geographical Society. Oxford (UK), Malden (USA).

- Thraco-Dacica. Institutul Roman de Tracologie. Bucuresti.
- Transilvania. Foaia Asociatiunii Transilvane pentru
Literatura Romani si Cultura Poporului Roman. Brasov.

- Transsylvania Nostra. Fundatia Transsylvania Nostra. Cluj-
Napoca.

- Trudy nauchnogo Karel’skogo tsentra Rossiyskoy akademii
nauk. Karel’skiy tsentr Rossiyskoy akademii Nauk. Moskva.

- Torténeti Tar. Akadémia torténelmi bizottsaganak.
Budapest.

- Tyragetia. Muzeul National de Arheologie si Istorie a
Moldovei. Chisinau.

- Tara Barsei. Muzeul ,,Casa Muresenilor” Brasov.

- Ungarische Revue, Herausg. von P. Hunfalvy. Budapest.

- Universititsforschungen zur Prihistorischen Archiologie.
Berlin.

- Vestnik arkheologii, antropologii i etnografii. Institute
problem osvoyeniya Severa Sibirskogo otdeleniya Rossiyskoj
akademii nauk. Tyumen.

- Vestnik Novosibirskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta.
Serija: Istorija, filologija. Novosibirskij gosudarstvennyj
universitet. Novosibirsk.

- Victorian Literature and Culture. Cambridge University
Press. Cambridge (UK).

- Vestnik permskogo universiteta.
Gosudarstvennyi Universitet. Perm’.

- Victorian Review. Victorian Studies Association of
Western Canada. Toronto.

- World Applied Sciences Journal. International Digital
Organization for Scientific Information. Deira, Dubai
(United Arab Emirates).

- Wotld Archaeology. London.

- Xenopoliana. Buletin al Fundatiei Academice ,A. D.
Xenopol” Iasi.

- Yearbook of Physical Anthropology. New York.

- Yezhegodnik gubernskogo muzeya Tobol’ska. Tobol’sk
Khistori Muzeum. Tobol’sk.

- Zeitschrift  fur  Siebenbirgische
Gundelsheim.

- Ziridava. Muzeul Judetean Arad.

- ZooKeys. Sofia.

Istoriya. Permskiy

Landeskunde.
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